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The British Wittgenstein Society in collaboration with the University of Surrey Centre 
for Law and Philosophy are delighted to issue this call for abstracts for its 11th Annual 
Conference.  

Confirmed plenary speakers:  

Vincent Descombes (http://cespra.ehess.fr/index.php?1534) 
Bebhinn Donnelly-Lazarov (https://www.surrey.ac.uk/people/bebhinn-donnelly-lazarov) 
Anthony Duff (https://www.stir.ac.uk/people/256371) 
John Hyman(https://www.queens.ox.ac.uk/people/prof-john-hyman-0) 
Dennis Patterson (https://www.surrey.ac.uk/people/dennis-patterson) 
Michael Thompson (https://www.philosophy.pitt.edu/person/michael-thompson). 
Katja Vogt (https://philosophy.columbia.edu/directories/faculty/katja-vogt) 

Call for Abstracts 

How does Wittgenstein's notion of certainty (On Certainty) – as characterizing shared and unjustifiable rules of 
thought that must unreflectively stand fast for our questions, doubts and judgments to occur – have its place in 
law? Do interpretation and deliberation in law necessarily arise from an unquestioned, unarticulated legal 
bedrock, something Dennis Patterson characterises as 'established forms of action that all participants … employ 
whenever they make, appraise and adjudicate claims about the state of the law' (2004)?  

This conference will explore issues in the philosophy of action and the philosophy of law, as they arise in relation 
to Wittgenstein’s work, as well as to philosophers writing within the Wittgensteinian tradition, e.g. Anscombe, 
Hart, White, Raz, Kenny. While the conference will place a particular emphasis on questions bringing law and 
action together (e.g. criminal liability, intention in the law, omission and action in law, etc.), we aim to also cover 
topics about law and action in their own right. We encourage all methodologies, including historical analysis and 
comparative intellectual history. We aim to create a platform for the exchange of Wittgenstein-inspired ideas and 
the creation of synergies for new ways of thinking about law, social practice and action among researchers in the 
field of philosophy, legal theory, law and political science. 



Key topics: 

Will and volition  
Rule-following and law 

The role of self-knowledge and social practice 
Acts and omissions 

Doctrine of double effect 
Knowledge in action  

Doubts and judgments in law and ethics 
The normativity of social practice 

Values and social practice 
Democracy and social practice 

Justice and practice 
Responsibility, action and law 

Enactivism 

If you would like to participate with a paper, please submit an abstract of maximum 500 words to the following  
email address: bws@herts.ac.uk before 28th February, 2020. 

                                 We also welcome suggestions for symposia on specific topics. If you are interested in organising a 
symposium, please submit an              

                                abstract of maximum 500 words together with the name of the potential participants to the following 
address: bws@herts.ac.uk before 15th March, 2020. 

Notification of acceptance will be before 30th March, 2020. 

                                  
 There will be a prize for the best paper submitted by an Early Career Researcher, which will be announced during the 

conference.  To be eligible for the prize, you would need to fulfil one of the following conditions: a) to be currently 
enrolled in a doctoral programme or b) to be an active researcher who has obtained his/her PhD after July, 2015. Please 

note that exceptions for career breaks will apply. Please specify whether you are an Early Career Researcher and wish to be 
considered for the prize. 

Organisers: 

Veronica Rodriguez-Blanco (University of Surrey Centre for Law and Philosophy, UK) 
Constantine Sandis (University of Hertfordshire, UK) 

Daniele Moyal-Sharrock (University of Hertfordshire, UK) 


